
 

 
              ANTHEM PRESS INFORMATION SHEET

Pub Date: October 2013
Binding: Paperback
Price: £25 / $ 40
ISBN: 9781783080458

Extent: 226 pages 
Size: 229 x 152mm / 9 x 6 

Category: MEDICAL / Health Policy
BISAC code: MED036000 
BIC code: JKS 

Rights Held: World 

Responsible Citizens 
Individuals, Health and Policy under Neoliberalism 

Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World Ordering in North America
Marston Book Services Books International 
P.O. Box 269 P.O. Box 605 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire Herndon, VA 20172-0605 
OX14 4YN, United Kingdom United States 
Tel: +44 (0)1235 465577 Tel: +1 703 661 1570 
Fax: +44 (0)1235 465556 Fax: +1 703 661 1501 
direct.orders@marston.co.uk bimail@presswarehouse.com 
trade.orders@marston.co.uk 

75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7401 4200 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7401 4201 
244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908 | Fax: +1 646 839 2934 

info@wpcpress.com | sales@wpcpress.com | publicity@wpcpress.com
www.anthempress.com 

B.J. Brown and Sally Baker

Description 
Reveals how rising emphasis on the individual has gone hand in hand with an increase in subtle 
authoritarianism – particularly within public services – such that a kind of ‘governance through responsibility’ 
is today being enforced upon the population. 

‘Brown and Baker have produced a vital study of the central place of the responsible individual in the contemporary remaking of
public services. They brilliantly demonstrate how the idea of responsibility is the link that connects the image of the wisely 
choosing citizen-consumer, the coercive enforcement of responsible behaviour, and the punitive sanctioning of those who fail to
act responsibly. In these austere times, their work illuminates how the championing of responsibility licenses the turn to 
authoritarian measures.’ —Professor John Clarke, The Open University 

The individual has never been more important in society – in almost every sphere of public and private life, the individual is 
sovereign. Yet the importance and apparent power assigned to the individual is not all that it seems. As Responsible Citizens 
investigates via its UK-based case studies, this emphasis on the individual has gone hand in hand with a rise in subtle 
authoritarianism, which has insinuated itself into the government of the population. Whilst present throughout the public 
services, this authoritarianism is most conspicuous in the health and social welfare sectors, such that a kind of ‘governance 
through responsibility’ is today enforced upon the population. 

 In the twenty-first century, individualism has come to pervade the body politic, especially where health and social care are 
concerned. Clients who may be at their most abject and vulnerable are urged to take responsibility for themselves rather than 
further burden the health and social care services. In some British healthcare trusts, prosecutions are mounted against clients
who have lost their temper or who act inappropriately as a result of their disorientation, under the guise of ‘making them take
responsibility for their actions’. Citizens on the street in Britain are likely to have responsibility thrust upon them through
mechanisms such as electronic surveillance and the burgeoning new cohorts of community enforcement officers, as well as the 
police themselves. Thus taking responsibility is never quite as simple as it seems – being responsible demarcates the borderland
between autonomy and authority, and often equates to simply ‘doing what you’re told’. 

Readership: Advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students in social policy, sociology, social care and healthcare, 
especially where critical thinking is concerned. 
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‘The strength of the book is that it tries to reveal how a new and similar rationality is emerging in individuals and different spheres 
of society simultaneously.’ —Per H. Jensen, ‘Journal of Social Policy’


